INTRODUCTION AND DISCUSSION
Whereas the wintering personnel and ships' officers of the heroic age of Antarctic exp lo ration are generally well-kn own, many of the ships' crews are not. Indeed in some instances a complete crew list has never been published. This paper is the fi rst in a series headed "Antarctic Vignettes" seeking to rectify this and record the achievements of some of these little-known men.
Photograph H99, part of the Mawson Collection at the South Australian Museum, is a Frank Hurley portrait of a middle-aged man of indeterminate age with a weather-beaten face, prominent nose and large ears, shown peering off to the left, leaning with his right forearm resting against a wooden box, revealing a gnarled hand with powerful fi ngers (pl. 1). The picture is entitled "Sails" indicating that he was a sailmaker during the Australasian Antarctic Expedition (AAE) 1911-14; but who was this man?
A complete crew list for all of the voyages of the ME has never been published, the usual practice being to name only the ships' officers and wintering scientists/ expeditioners. Sir Douglas Mawson (Mawson 1930) and Captain John King Davis (Crossley 1997) indicated that the crew of the barquentine-rigged Dundee whaler the SY Aurora numbered around 24. However, the total number of men who served on the Aurora's three Antarctic and two sub-Antarctic voyages is closer to 55, with only four of the officers (Captain John King Davis, Second Mate Percy Grey, Third Mate Clarence P. de la Motte and the Chief Engineer F. J. Gillies) and one of the seamen (Oswald McNeice) serving throughout. So it is possible that as many as fi ve men might have served in the capacity of sailmaker during the ME.
The Captain's pay book (24 ME), however, only lists one sailmaker -James Forbes. He sailed out from England and served on the fi rst two Antarctic voyages and the two intervening sub-Antarctic ones. Apparently a sailmaker was not deemed necessary for the third and fi nal Antarctic voyage and a donkeyman (A. Beverley) was engaged instead.
James Forbes served on Aurora from 26 July 1911 until 18 March 1913 on wages of seven pounds per month and at the end of the expedition was highly commended by Davis. Here the story might have ended but a man of that name (Jimmy Forbes) is mentioned in Hardy (1967) 
